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Biographical  Memorial  of  the  Reverend  Samuel  Davies. 

Samuel  DAVIES,  Patrick  Henry,  Alexander  Hamilton,  and  Fisher 
Ames,  have  justly  been  reputed  the  greatest  American  orators.  In  their  re¬ 
spective  eras,  throngs  pressed  to  the  theatres  of  their  public  exhibitions,  and 
their  performances  excited  universal  admiration  and  applause.  Though  all 
great,  yet  the  eloquence  of  each  was  distinguished  by  peculiar  traits. 

Davies  was  seraphic  and  alluring  in  his  elocution,  august  in  attitude,  ati'd 
®  peculiarly  graceful  and  appropriate  in  gesture. 


Henry  was  vehement,  authoritative,  and  sometimes  terrible  as  the  thunder. 


Hamilton  was  solemn,  didactic,  and  logical. 

^  Ames  was  impassioned,  imaginative,  and  metaphorical. 

They  were  not  only  distinguished  orators — they  were  gifted  with  splendid 
■  intellectual  endowments,  and  in  various  spheres  and  in  various  occupations 
I  ^^pommunicated  instruction  with  oracular  authority. 

Davies  was  a  patriot  and  minister  of  the  gospel. 

Henry  was  famous  as  an  advocate,  especially  on  the  criminal  side  of  the 
court,  an  overwhelming  declaimer  in  popular  assemblies,  a  man  of  genius, 

;  lind  ardently  attached  to  liberty.  His  general  appearance  and  manners  were 
Inelegant,  his  conversation  extremely  simple  and  inert,  his  aspect  humble, 
y?*;y^is  dress  that  of  a  common  farmer,  and  all  his  pretensions  foreign  from  arro* 
^j^^^ance.  These  externals  induced  his  hearers  to  listen  to  his  exordium  with 

§the  same  credulity  and  frankness  with  which  they  would  regard  the  conversa¬ 
tion  of  an  honest  neighbour.  Having  thus  reached  the  heart  and  engaged  the 
^  understanding,  he  ascended  in  awful  grandeur  to  the  highest  elevation  of 
'  enthusiasm,  and  swayed  unlimited  dominion  over  the  affections  and  judgment. 
K  The  inspiration  of  his  eloquence,  illustrated  with  tremendous  flashes  of  intel¬ 
lect,  vivid  as  the  lightning’s  glare,  overpowered  the  last  effort  or  inclination 
to  combat  his  will,  and  invested  him  with  the  authority  of  a  prophet. 

Hamilton  was  a  soldier,  a  counsellor  and  statesman.  His  talents  were  more 
various  and  his  genius  more  flexible  than  those  of  the  Demosthenes  of  Vir¬ 
ginia.  The  circumstances  of  time  or  place  never  unhinged  his  faculties.  He 
was  always  emphatically  himself,  and  equal  to  any  emergency.  He  was  great 
in  the  fleld  and  in  council,  at  the  bar,  at  his  desk,  and  in  the  legislative  hall. 
In  every  occupation,  public  or  private,  his  genius,  his  judgment,  his  pen,  and 
his  eloquence  marked  him  as  one  born  to  bless  mankind  by  bis  services,  and 
fill  the  world  with  his  fame. 

Mr.  Ames,  a  lawyer  and  legislator,  crossed  our  hemisphere  like  a  comet. 
His  career  was  rapid,  his  genius  effulgent,  and  his  imagination  rioted  in  all 
the  stores  of  nature  and  of  art.  Literature,  taste,  morality  and  religion  deco¬ 
rated  all  his  performances,  end  his  eloquence  brought  obstinacy  and  declared 
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hostility  to  his  feet,  to  be  charmed  by  his  accents  and  instructed  by  his  prc. 
cepts. 

These  great  men,  whose  lives  have  distinguished  their  countr]^,  whose  ser* 
vices  and  virtues  have  endeared  their  memories  to  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
to  posterity,  were  Christians.  They  testified  to  the  world  that  “  the  gospel 
of  Christ  is  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation,  to  every  one  that  believeth.” 
They  were  not  ashamed  of  that  hope  which  escorts  the  soul  of  a  Christian  in 
triumph  and  joy  to  the  world  of  spirits.  It  is  our  purpose  to  register  their  me. 
molrs,  that  even  the  humblest  reader,  if  a  believer  in  the  Christian  religion, 
may  know  that  his  associates  on  this  sphere  of  trouble  and  grief,  of  trial  and 
persecution  are,  and  have  been,  among  the  most  revered  and  most  celebrated 
men  of  our  country. 

SAMUEL  DAVIES  was  born  in  the  county  of  New  Castle,  Delaware, 
November  3d,  1721.  He  was  an  only  son,  of  pious  parents.  The  first  twelve 
years  of  his  life  were  wasted  in  the  most  entire  negligence  of  God  and  reli* 
gion;  which  he  often  lamented  in  penitential  terms. 

At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  was  awakened  to  solemn  thoughtfulness  and 
anxious  concern  about  his  eternal  welfare.  He  then  dreaded  the  direful  effects 
of  divine  displeasure  against  sin.  So  deeply  impressed  was  his  sense  of  danger 
that  he  became  uneasy  and  restless,  and  continually  sought  a  comfortable  evi¬ 
dence  of  his  interest  in  the  pardoning  love  of  God. 

While  thus  exercised  he  clearly  saw  the  absolute  necessity  and  certain 
reality  of  the  gospel-plan  of  salvation,  and  that  it  contained  ample  and  suita¬ 
ble  provision  for  all  the  wants  of  a  wretched  sinner.  No  other  solid  ground  of 
hope  or  unfailing  source  of  comfort  could  he  find,  than  the  merits  and  righte¬ 
ousness  of  him  “  whom  God  set  forth  to  be  a  propitiation  for  sin,  through 
faith  in  his  blood.”  On  this  blood  he  was  enabled  confidently  to  depend;  by  it 
he  was  purged  from  guilt,  and  “  believing  he  rejoiced  with  joy  unspeakable 
and  full  of  glory.”  Yet  he  was  afterwards,  exercised  with  many  perplexing 
doubts;  but  by  repeated  impartial  self-examination  he  attained  to  a  settled 
confidence  of  an  interest  in  redeeming  grace,  in  which  he  rejoiced  to  his  end. 

A  diary  tvhich  he  kept  in  the  early  years  of  his  religious  life,  shows  how 
intensely  his  mind  was  set  on  heavenly  things,  how  observant  he  was  of  the 
temper  of  his  heart,  and  how  watchful  over  his  thoughts,  words  and  actions. 
None  censured  his  foibles  or  juvenile  indiscretions  more  severely  than  did 
he  himself.  The  tribunal  of  his  own  bosom  was  more  critical  in  scrutinizing, 
and  more  impartial  and  severe  in  passing  sentence  against  him,  than  were  his 
friends  or  enemies.  His  love  of  God  and  benevolence  to  mankind,  the  invaria¬ 
ble  concomitants  of  true  piety  and  religion,  led  him  earnestly  to  desire  a  ca 
pacity  and  opportunity  to  serve  both.  W^ith  this  incentive  he  engaged  in  the 
pursuit  of  learning  preparatory  to  the  ministerial  office. 

He  received  his  academical  and  theological  education  under  the  tuition  of 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Blair  of  Fogs  Manor,  He  was  the  fellow  student  of  Dr. 
Rodgers,  the  Reverend  Alexander  Gumming,  the  Reverend  Robert  Smith, 
the  Reverend  James  Finley,  the  Reverend  Hugh  Henry,  and  others.  He  was 
educated  at  a  period  when  some  of  the  most  eminent  divines,  that  ever  adorned 
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the  American  church,  were  entrusted  with  the  direction  of  her  affairs,  and 
with  the  formation  of  her  ministry.  He  enjoyed  an  early  and  intimate  inter¬ 
course  with  those  yenerable  and  excellent  men,  and  he  profited  much  by  this 
distinguished  advantage.  The  classical  literature  of  the  Tennents,  Allisons, 
and  Bkirs  was  much  more  profound  and  accurate  than  is  commonly  acquired 
at  the  present  day  by  most  American  scholars. 

Many  persons  suppose  that  the  race  of  divines  who  flourished  seventy  or 
eighty  years  since  had  slender  means  of  erudition.  This  opinion'  is  deemed 
erroneous.  The  venerable  fathers  of  the  American  church  were  more  deeply 
learned  than  many  of  their  sons.  The  greater  part  of  the  books  of  ancient 
learning,  now  to  be  found  in  greater  quantities  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic, 
were  imported  and  studied  by  the  great  and  good  men  of  former  days.  When 
Mr.  Davies  was  licensed  to  preach  the  gospel,  he  zealously  declared  the  whole 
counsel  of  God,  the  truth  and  importance  of  which  he  knew  by  happy  experi¬ 
ence;  and  he  performed  the  sacred  functions  of  the  holy  office  in  such  an  ac¬ 
ceptable  manner  as  excited  the  earnest  desires  of  every  vacant  congregation, 
■  in  which  he  was  known,  to  obtain  the  happiness  of  his  stated  ministrations. 
Denying  the  gratification  of  his  natural  inclination  to  the  society  of  his  friends, 
neglecting  the  suggestions  of  personal  comfort  and  accommodation,  and  obey¬ 
ing  the  duties  of  conscience  and  the  mandates  of  duty,  he  undertook  the  self- 
Idenying  charge  of  a  dissenting  congregation  in  Virginia,  separated  from  all  his 
'brethren,  and  exposed  to  the  censure,  calumny,  and  opposition  of  many  ene¬ 
mies  to  the  promulgation  of  the  gospel  in  its  evangelical  terms  and  spirit.  In' 
his  removal  to  Virginia  he  was  literally  a  missionary;  so  ignorant  were  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  the  doctrines  of  the  gospel.  He  domiciliated  himself  in  the  county 
of  Hanover  in  April,  1747,  and  soon  obtained  of  the  general  court  permission 
to  officiate  in  four  meeting-houses.  After  preaching  assiduously  for  some  time, 
he  returned  to  his  native  country,  though  earnestly  invited  to  continue  his 
-^labours  in  Virginia.  A  call  for  him  at  Hanover  followed  him  to  Delaware;' 
, ;  jwhich  was  prosecuted  without  success  before  the  Presbytery  of  New  Castle. 

;  About  this  time  he  was  attacked  by  pulmonary  symptoms  that  threatened  a 
'  sudden  and  serious  issue.  Though  greatly  enfeebled  by  continued  indisposition, 
he  resolutely  determined  to  devote  his  life  to  the  interests  of  religion.  Being 
.  now  among  a  people  destitute  of  a  minister  he  supplied  them  gratuitously  at 
V  the  imminent  hazard  of  his  convalescence,  preaching  by  day,  while  at  night' 
ai;.  his  hectic  was  so  spvere  as  to  render  him  delirious.  In  the  spring  of  1748  he 
1^'  was  again  visited  by  a  messenger  from  Hanover,  who  renewed  an  invitation  to 
^  him  to  settle  in  Virginia.  Thither  he  went  hoping  to  live  long  enough  to  or¬ 
ganize  the  congregation.  The  southern  climate  proved  favourable  to  his  con¬ 
stitution;  and  his  health  was  greatly  restored. 

In  October  he  obtained  license  to  preach  in  three  additional  meeting  houses. 
Having  now  seven  distinct  societies  under  his  care,  situated  in  different  coun¬ 
ties,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  apart,  he  divided  his  labours  among  them. 
His  endeavours  encountered  all  the  obstacles  which  could  arise  from  the 
exceeding  depravity  of  the  inhabitants  generally,  from  their  besotted  igno¬ 
rance,  prejudice,  bigotry,  profanity,  and  aversion  to  religious  duties.  But  by 
his  patience  and  perseverance,  his  magnanimity  and  piety,  supported  by  an 
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evangelical  and  powerful  ministry,  he  triumphed  over  all  opposition.  Con¬ 
tempt  and  aversion  were  gradually  turned  into  reverence;  a  concession  to  his 
exemplary  life,  to  the  chastity  and  excellence  of  his  demeanor,  the  grace  of 
his  person,  the  refinement  of  his  piinciples,  the  comity  of  his  manners,  and 
the  splendour  of  his  eloquence..  Crouds  were  attracted  to  hear  hift,  V^ither- 
soever  he  preached.  Many  were  influenced  by  curiosity  to  listen  to  a  man  of 
such  distinguished  talents;  and  he  proclaimed  to  them  the  most  solemn  and 
impressive  truths,  with  a  pathos  and  energy  not  to  be  resisted.  It  pleased 
God  to  accompany  these  exertions  in  the  cause  of  religion,  with  the  efficacy 
of  his  grace  and  spirit.  In  the  space  of  three  years,  this  excellent  man  of 
God,  had  the  satisfaction  to  admit  to  the  communion,  three  hundred  profess¬ 
ing  Christians; — a  multitude,  indeed,  gathered  from  the  heathens  of  a  dark 
and  gloomy  wilderness.  In  the  same  period,  he  also  baptized  forty  adult 
negroes,  who,  under  his  ministry,  gave  hopeful  evidence  of  conversion  to  a 
saving  faith. 

He  furnished  an  interesting  detail  of  the  success  of  his  ministry  in  Virgi¬ 
nia,  in  a  narrative  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  Bellamy,  and  in  letters  to  several 
members  of  the  London  Society,  for  propagating  the  gospel  among  the  poor; 
which  were  published  shortly  after  they  were  written.  There  are  to  be 
met  with  in  those  regions  of  Virginia  where  he  was  accustomed  to  preach, 
many  interesting  anecdotes  of  Mr.  Davies  and  his  ministry,  handed  down  to 
the  present  generation  by  tradition,  all  of  which  redound  greatly  to  his  honour 
and  praise.  By  them  children  are  taught  to  this  day.  What  an  emphatical 
testimony  is  this  of  his  rare  merit!  An  impartial  observation  will  furnish  a 
thousand  instances  of  preachers  of  the  gospel,  whose  sermons  are  not  remem¬ 
bered  by  their  audience  beyond  the  threshold  of  the  churches  in  which  they 
assume  the  office  and  character  of  ministers.  By  comparison  then,  what  was 
the  preaching  of  Mr.  Davies,  remembered  now  by  old  and  young,  after  a  lapse 
of  sixty  years?  Consult  the  record  of  his  pious  labours,  not  a  printed  record 
only,  but  the  record  of  tradition  also,  and  he,  though  his  body  has  mouldered 
in  the  grave  more  than  fifty  years,  yet  preaches  to  perishing  sinners.  When 
the  law  was  his  theme,  he  was  awful  and  terrifying;  on  the  contrary,  in  most 
pathetic  strains  did  he  pourtray  the  sufferings  of  a  crucified  Jesus,  and  his 
persevering  love  to  wretched  fallen  sinners;  and  with  most  persuasive  elo¬ 
quence  did  he  invite  them  to  be  reconciled  to  God.  He  taught  not  only 
publicly,  but  from  house  to  house,  from  the  mansion  to  the  cabin.  His 
benevolence,  like  the  rays  of  the  orb  of  day,  beamed  without  partiality  on  the 
inhabitant  of  the  stately  dome  and  the  tenant  of  the  humble  cot.  He  wandered 
o’er  hills  and  down  vallies,  preaching  the  penalties  of  the  law  to  rebel  sinners, 
and  the  consolations  of  the  gospel  to  the  contrite  and  broken  hearted.  Such 
was  Mr.  Davies,  and  such  ought  to  be  the  heralds  of  the  gospel  of  salvation. 

F rom  this  scene  of  toil  and  Christian  enjoyment  he  was  called  away  for  a 
short  time.  In  1753  the  synod  of  New  York,  at  the  instance  of  the  trustees 
of  New  Jersey  College,  selected  him  to  accompany  the  Reverend  Gilbert 
Tennent  to  Great  Britain,  to  solicit  contributions  for  the  aid  of  the  college. 
The  services  he  cheerfully  undertook,  and  he  executed  the  commission  with 
singular  spirit  and  success.  The  liberal  benefactions  obtained  from  the  patrons 
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of  relig;ion  and  literaturei  placed  the  college  in  an  eligible  and  prosperous 
condition. 

On  his  return  to  America^  Mr.  Davies  entered  again  on  his  beloved  occu¬ 
pation  of  preaching  the  gospel.  He  resumed  his  pastoral  charge  at  Hanover, 
where  he  continued  until  1759,  at  which  time  he  was  elected  president  of 
New  Jersey  College,  in  the  room  of  president  Edwards,  deceased.  The  choice 
of  the  trustees  had  fallen  in  the  first  instance  on  Mr.  Lockwood,  of  New  En¬ 
gland.  In  this  preference  Mr.  Davies  even  rejoiced.  He  knew  that  the  selec¬ 
tion  about  to  be  made,  had  involved  his  name.  Of  this  circumstance  he  wrote 
to  his  friend  Mr.  Gibbons  in  England,  thus: 

The  trustees  were  divided  between  Mr.  Lockwood,  another  gentleman, 
and  myself,  but  I  have  happily  escaped.’’ 

-  Mr.  Lockwood,  however,  having  declined  the  appointment,  Mr.  Davies  w^as 
chosen.  What  concern,  indeed  what  consternation  this  choice  occasioned  to 
him,  his  correspondence  on  the  occasion,  with  his  friends,  amply  testify.  He 
was  greatly  embarrassed  in  his  mind  as  to  the  course  he  ought  to  pursue; 
whether  to  remain  with  his  people  in  Virginia,  or  to  remove  to  Princeton. 
He  postponed  acceptance  until  the  synod  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
gave  their  opinion  in  favour  of  the  college.  This  determined  his  hesitation, 
and  he  accepted  the  call  to  the  important  office  of  the  presidency  of  New 
Jersey  College.  In  his  final  decision  on  the  point  of  duty,  in  relation  to  this 
delicate  question,  he  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  his  people  acquiesced  in  their 
deprivation  of  his  valuable  services,  being  fully  impressed  that  he  was  taken 
from  them  by  the  hand  of  Providence,  as  he  had  been  sent  to  them,  for  the 
good  of  souls  and  the  benefit  of  society. 

Mr.  Davies  was  initiated  in  his  new  vocation  some  time  in  July,  1759, 
nearly  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  predecessor.  All  this  interval  the  col¬ 
lege  had  entirely  been  bereaved  of  an  executive  head,  and  was  consequently 
liable  to  many  serious  disadvantages.  But  the  prudent  measures  of  president 
Davies  soon  restored  health  and  vigour  to  the  college,  and  invited  even  a 
throng  of  students  thither  for  education.  A  spirit  of  emulation  in  learning, 
morality  and,  in  many  instances,  religion,  characterized  the  students  of  Nas¬ 
sau  Hall,  while  under  his  discipline.  So  long  as  he  presided  in  the  college  his 
labours  were  unceasing,  and  his  assiduity  in  study  superior  to  that  of  any  of 
his  predecessors.  He  considered  himself  bound  by  every  obligation  to  employ 
all  his  time  and  faculties,  to  preserve  the  high  reputation,  which  president!^ 
Burr  and  Edwards  had  left  to  the  college.  His  diligence  in  acquiring  col¬ 
legiate  literature,  had  been  rendered  now  necessary,  seeing  that  he  had  just 
emerged  from  a  sea  of  ministerial  labours,  wherein  even  the  greatest  genius 
would  not  have  been  able  to  make  extensive  improvements  in  academical 
learning.  He  was  determined  on  accepting, not  to  degrade  the  office  of  presi¬ 
dent,  but  to  form  himself  ,  in  reality  the  character  implied  in  his  election.  He 
invariably  rose  with  the  dawn  of  day,  and  usually  studied  *  until  twelve  and 
sometimes  one  o’clock  at  night.  Possessed  of  a  vigorous  manly  intellect,  with 
such  serious  and  intense  application,  he  of  course  made  proportionable  pro¬ 
gress.  At  his  death  the  college  enjoyed  as  much  reputation  as  it  ever  had 
'Under  the  administration  of  the  ablest  of  his  predeces>sors:  and  it  is  believed 
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that  his  administration  of  its  government  has  never  been  much  innovated, 
certainly  not  improved  by  even  one  of  his  distinguished  successors.  Indeed 
such  were  the  faculties  and  motives  which  he  brought  into  the  service  of  the 
institution,  that  he  left  little  of  improvement  to  be  attained.  Drs.  Wither¬ 
spoon  and  Smith,  have  been  contented  to  govern  on  his  principles,  and  imi- 
tate  his  model.  That  they  succedeed  was  at  once  a  compliment  to  him  and  to 
themselves. 

It  is  asserted  that  president  Davies  established  the  reputation  of  Nassau 
Hall  for  elocution;  and  that  his  taste  and  his  own  splendid  model  have  done 
more  to  cultivate  the  Belles  Lettres  in  the  United  States,  than  the  exertion 
or  example  of  any  other  man.  He  it  was  who  established  the  monthly 
orations,  well  known  as  a  popular  and  important  exercise  in  the  college  by 
its  subsequent  alumni.  In  order  to  inculcate  among  the  young  gentlemen  of 
the  college  a  taste  for  composition,  and  to  qualify  them  for  public  speaking, 
he  directed  each  member  of  the  senior  class  to  choose  a  subject,  and  com¬ 
pose  a  popular  harangue,  to  be  delivered  publicly  in  the  college-hall,  before 
the  professors,  tutors,  students,  and  as  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Princeton 
as  choose  to  attend.  About  six  of  the  young  gentlemen  of  the  college  usually 
delivered  orations  in  the  afternoon  of  the  first  Wednesday  of  every  month,  to 
crouded  audiences,  which  contributed  alike  to  the  entertainment  of  the  audi¬ 
tors,  and  the  improvement  of  the  students. 

President  Davies  governed  the  college  with  distinguished  honour  to  him¬ 
self,  and  with  great  interest  to  the  institution.  His  innovations  on  the  policy 
of  his  predecessors  were  confessedly  improvements,  All  the  public  perform¬ 
ances,  especially  such  as  required  his  personal  appearance,  were  conducted 
with  spirit,  elegance,  and  decorum.  His  discipline  was  mild  and  gentle,  tem¬ 
pered  with  wisdom  and  authority,  and  calculated  to  enforce  obedience  with 
love  and  reverence.  His  manner  of  communicating  instruction  was  highly 
impressive  and  successful.  He  exercised  a  paternal  care  over  those  commit¬ 
ted  to  his  charge.  He  watched  over  their  literary  occupations  and  moral 
conduct  with  tenderness  and  condescension.  He  inflicted  the  punishments 
prescribed  by  the  police  of  the  college  with  reluctance,  and  was  always 
pleased  to  reform  abuses,  and  correct  irregularities  by  private  expostulations. 
Under  his  benign  and  delicate  regency  the  students  were  reduced  to  subordi¬ 
nation  by  restraints  of  filial  love  and  respect,  and  obliged  to  subjection  rather 
from  principle  and  inclination,  than  from  slavish  fear. 

President  Davies  passed  through  every  stage  of  honour  and  usefulness 
compatible  with  the  character  of  a  clergymen  and  instructor;  and  while  his 
fellow  citizens  were  flattered  with  hopes  of  the  long  continuance  of  his  emi* 
nent  services,  the  fatal  commission  of  death  was  executed.  All  their  prospects 
in  lelation  to  him  were  brought  to  a  termination;  he  was  cut  down  like  a  tree 
laden  with  blossoms  even  in  its  fall. 

He  performed  his  assigned  task  in  a  short  period,  finished  his  course,  and 
died  mature  in  the  serviee  of  God  and  his  fellow  creatures,  in  the  thirty- 
seventh  year  of  his  life. 

There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  the  intense  application  with  which  president 
Davies  attended  to  the  duties  of  his  station,  hastened  the  period  of  his  valua- 


Biographical  Memorial  of  the  Rev,  Samuel  Ditviit.  7 

ble  life.  His  habit  was  plethoric,  and  his  health  had  been  promoted  many 
years  by  the  exercise  of  riding,  to  which  he  was  necessarily  obliged,  while 
he  lived  in  Virginia.  After  he  removed  to  Princeton  he  used  only  that  exer¬ 
cise  occasioned  by  going  from  his  house  to  the  college,  as  duty  required.  In 
the  latter  end  of  January,  1761,  he  was  seized  with  a  violent  cold,  for  the 
relief  of  which  he  was  bled.  On  the  same  cay  he  transcribed  for  the  press,  a 
sermon  on  the  death  of  George  II.  king  of  England,  and  the  day  after  preach¬ 
ed  twice  in  the  college  hall.  By  these  exercises  the  arm  in  which  he  had  been 
bled  became  inflamed,  and  his  former  indisposition  returned.  On  the  Monday 
afterwards  he  was  taken  while  at  breakfast  with  a  severe  ague,  which  was 
succeeded  by  an  inflammatory  fever.  In  ten  days  his  bright  orb  set  on  this 
world,— his  soul  winged  its  way  to  the  abode  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of 
just  men  made  perfect. 

It  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  violence  of  his  last  sickness  deprived 
him  of  the  exercise  of  his  reason  in  his  last  moments;  otherwise  he  would  no 
doubt  have  furnished  much  desirable  and  encouraging  evidence  of  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  that  religion  which  can  support  the  soul,  and  dispel  the  gloom  of 
death.  He  had  from  an  early  age  continually  maintained  the  strictest  watch 
over  his  thoughts  and  his  actions,  and  lived  a  humble  dependent  on  th6 
atonement  of  the  Son  of  God.  In  the  delirium  of  his  last  moments  his  mind 
discovered  the  favoured  subjects  of  its  reflections.  His  bewildered  brain  was 
continually  imagining,  and  his  faltering  tongue  expressing  some  expedient 
to  prosper  the  church  and  benefit  mankind.  To  such  an  one.  Death  could 
lliot  be  clad  in  terrors,  but  was  habited  in  the  wardrobe  of  the  skies.  His  com¬ 
mission  was,  not  to  kill — ^to  escort  the  departing  spirit  gently  over  the  thresh¬ 
old  of  life.  , 

President  Davies  published  a  sermon  on  “  Man’s  Primitive  State,”  in  1748; 
a  letter  to  the  Reverend  Joseph  Bellamy,  on  the  state  of  religion  in  certain 
churches  of  Virginia,  1755;  two  discourses,  entitled  “Virginia’s  Danger  and 
Remedy,”  1756;  “  Curse  of  Cowardice,”  a  sermon  to  the  militia  of  Virginia, 
1757;  a  series  of  letters  from  1751  to  1757,on  the  state  of  religion  generally; 
the  “  Vessels  of  Mercy  and  the  Vessels  of  Wrath,”  1758;  a  sermon  on  the 
death,  of  the  king,  1761;  sermons  on  various  topics,  3  vols.  8vo.  1765,  which 
have  passed  through  several  editions  in  America  and  Europe;  and  afterwards,. 
tvYo  volumes  of  sermons,  8yo. 
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Bible  Associations. 

The  Philadelphia  Bible  Society  have  lately  turned  their  attention  to  a  more, 
general  distribution  of  the  Bible  among  their  destitute  fellow-citizens  residing 
in  their  own  neighbourhood.  To  carry  into  practice  their  benevolent  designs, 
they  resorted  to  the  institution  of  bible  associations,  in  districts  within  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia.  They  digested  and  published  for  the  consideiation 
of  their  fellow  citizens  a  plan  for  organizing  a  number  of  associations,  auxi¬ 
liary  to  the  Bible  Society.  This  done,  meetings  were  called,  and  committees 
appointed  to  attend  and  explain  the  views  of  the  society.  The  meetings  were 
attended  by  citizens  of  every  religious  sect  and  in  every  secular  employment. 
The  necessity  and  policy  of  associations  for  the  general  dissemination  of  the 
scriptures,  among  individuals  and  families  destitute  of  the  word  of  Ood,  were 
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explained  and  enforced  in  popular  addresses  by  several  members  of  the  corn- 
mittee  from  the  Bible  Society,  especially  the  Reverend  Drs.  Staughton,  Jane¬ 
way,  Brodhead,  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Milnor.  The  views  of  the  Bible  Society 
were  promptly  adopted.  Four  associations  for  the  east,  west,  north,  and  south 
sections  of  the  city,  are  already  organized,  and  have  entered  spiritedly  into 
the  execution  of  the  benevolent  duties  for  which  they  were  instituted.  The 
associations  are  formed  by  subscribers  at  six  and  a  quarter  cents  per  months 
payable  monthly,  quarterly,  semi-annually,  or  annually,  at  the  option  of  sub¬ 
scribers.  The  concerns  of  the  associations  are  regulated  by  acting  committees, 
consisting  of  a  secretary  and  treasurer,  and  twenty-four  members.  The  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  committee  is  to  explore  the  districts  and  ascertain  all  persons  that 
are  without  a  Bible,  to  proffer  one  at  prime  cost  to  those  who  are  able  to  pur¬ 
chase,  to  aid  those  to  procure  one  who  can  afford  only  a  moiety  of  the  price, 
and  to  present  a  copy  gratuitously  to  all  who  shall  be  unwilling  or  unable  to 
pay  part  or  whole  of  the  cost.  It  is  a  part  of  the  plan  as  exemplified  in  prac¬ 
tice  to  enlist  children  and  poor  people  in  aid  of  the  circulation  of  the  Bible, 
and  thereby  engage  the  good  wishes  and  exertions  of  all  if  possible,  by  gra¬ 
duating  the  contribution  to  tlie  circumstances  of  every  one  who  can  dispense 
the  smallest  sum  from  their  earnings  and  savings.  By  this  admirable  scheme, 
children  will  be  impressed  early  with  the  value  of  the  Bible,  and  have  their 
little  hearts  warmed  by  sentiments  of  the  most  heavenly  benevolence  towards 
the  poor  and  needy.  This  is  not  all;  among  inconsiderate  and  dissolute  adults 
many  small  sums  that  are  usually  expended  in  the  most  destructive  dissipa¬ 
tions  will  be  diverted  to  a  noble  end.  Perhaps  no  other  system  could  be  in¬ 
vented  so  well  calculated  to  inculcate  excellent  feelings  and  principles  on 
youth,  and  to  prevent  the  application  of  money  to  improper  and  sinful  uses. 

The  gentlemen,  who  urged  by  public  addresses  the  benefits  to  be  expected 
from  the  proposed  associations,  furnished  many  impressive  and  highly  in¬ 
teresting  anecdotes,  which  imparted  life  and  energy  to  the  meetings,  and 
prompted  all  who  were  present  to  a  hearty  co-operation  in  measures  that 
promised  so  much  good  to  mankind.  There  were  stated  several  instances,  in 
the  experience  of  like  associations,  in  other  parts  of  the  world,  of  apprentices 
bestowing  a  penny  p.cT  week  long  enough  to  buy  a  Bible  for  themselves,  and 
afterwards  to  purchase  one  for  their  indigent  parents — of  servants  appropri¬ 
ating  out  of  their  daily  wages  a  sufficiency  to  procure  Bibles  for  themselves 
and  their  needy  relations— -of  wicked  and  profligate  persons,  who  never  heard 
of  a  God  and  had  never  seen  a  Bible,  being  suddenly  reclaimed  by  means  of 
bible  associations,  and  afterwards  becoming  not  only  good  members  of  civil 
society,  but  also  exemplary  Christians. 

It  may  reasonably  be  expected  when  the  recently  established  associations 
and  those  which  may  hereafter  be  established  shall  report  the  results  of  their 
investigations,  even  in  this  city,  that  we  shall  hear  of  many  incidents  which 
will  abundantly  prove  the  salutary  effects  of  carrying  and  distributing  the 
Bible  among  the  poor  and  uninstructed. 

The  associations,  being  auxiliary  to  the  Bible  Society,  will  annually  make 
a  report  of  their  proceedings  to  it,  the  substance  of  wdiich  when  useful  and 
interesting  will  be  incorporated  in  its  annual  report. 

The  system  in  the  whole  extent  contemplated  by  the  Bible  Society,  has  not 
yet  been  completed.  Arrangements  to  extend  the  associations  are  still  prose¬ 
cuted  wdth  zeal  and  progressive  success,  by  the  highly  estimable  and  indus¬ 
triously  persevering  agents  Employed  in  the  generous  and  noble  design. 

An  association  has  been  formed  in  the  Northern  Liberties;  and  at  the  time 
this  number  goes  to  press  preliminary  arrangements  have  been  taken  to  form 
an  association  in  Southwark,  and  to  establish  a  Marine  Association  of  captains. 
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Report  on  Me  State  of  Religion. 

It  is  customary  in  the  presbyteries,  synods,  and  general  assembly  of  the 
presbyterian  churches  in  the  United  States,  to  receive,  from  the  members 
composing  those  bodies  respectively,  reports  of  the  state  of  religion  in  the 
various  churches  under  their  care.  The  following  document  is  a  general  re¬ 
port  of  the  state  of  religion  within  the  bounds  of  the  synod  of  New  York  and 
New  Jersey,  digested  from  the  reports  that  were  made  to  the  synod  at  its  lata 
session  in  October  last,  and  entered  on  its  minutes. 

The  synod,  in  listening  to  the  information,  given  by  their  members,  of  the 
state  of  religion  within  their  bounds,  are  led  to  adore  that  holy  sovereignly 
that  dispenses  its  favours  to  whom  and  wheresoever  it  vvill.  At  one  time  they 
behold  portions  of  the  vineyard  of  the  Lord,  refreshed  by  the  dews  of  heavenly 
grace,  or  watered  with  more  copious  showers  of  the  rain  of  righteousness; 
while  others  are  either  parched  by  spiritual  drought,  or  are  chilled  by  the 
cold  blasts  of  a  long  and  dreary  winter. — At  another  time,  they  are  called 
upon  to  rejoice,  that  the  rain  of  the  Spirit,  and  the  sunshine  of  mercy,  have 
moistened  and  cheered  these  same  dreary  regions;  whilst  those,  once  so  high* 
ly  favoured,  are  left  to  languish  in  formality  and  indifference.  Again,  they  are 
pained  to  perceive,  that  other  portions  of  the  vineyard  remain,  year  after  year 
apparently  without  dew  or  sunshine  But  in  the  midst  of  these  var  ied  dispen¬ 
sations  of  a  holy  Providence,  the  synod  are  fully  convinced,  from  the  informa¬ 
tion  w  hich  they  have  received,  at  their  present  session,  that  on  the  whole,  the 
cause  of  truth  and  righteousness  is  making  accelerated  progress  through 
their  bounds. 

In  the  presbytery  of  Long  Island,  though  the  triumphs  of  the  cross  have 
not  been  so  splendid,  the  year  passed  as  in  some  former  years,  yet  the  Lord 
has  not  left  himself  without  witness,  in  that  he  hath  here  also  done  good  to 
Zion.  Partial  revivals  have  taken  place  in  Southhold,  East  and  Westhamp- 
ton  and  Shelter  Island.  The  hearts  of  God’s  people  have  been  refreshed  and 
a  number  of  precious  souls  have  been  snatched  from  the  jaws  of  the  devour¬ 
ing  lion,  by  the  power  of  the  divine  Spirit.  In  the  congregation  of  Anque- 
bogue,  at  the  time  of  declension  and  discouragement,  when  the  people  of 
God  were  almost  ready  to  hang  their  harps  upon  the  willows,  unexpectedly 
the  Spirit  of  God  was  poured  out,  and  many  were  awakened  to  an  anxious 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  their  souls.  The  work  continues,  and  a  goodly 
number  have  been  hopefully  converted. 

Though  a  lamentable  degreee  of  coldness  and  languor  prevails  in  many 
places  in  this  presbytery,  yer  it  is  evident,  on  the  whole,  that  sound  morality, 
and  vital  godliness,  are  making  very  considerable  progress. 

Those  moral  and  benevolent  societies,  which  are  the  offspring  of  Chris¬ 
tianity,  are  constantly  increasing,  and  the  vices  of  profane  swearing,  sabbath¬ 
breaking,  and  intemperance,  are  becoming  less  frequent. 

The  synod  would  next  advert  to  the  information  received  from  the  presby¬ 
tery  of  Hudson.  While  they  lament,  that  in  several  congregations  within  the 
bounds  of  this  presbytery,  a  state  of  lukewarmness,  and  of  criminal  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  eternal  things,  prevails— while  they  are  grieved  to  hear  that,  in  some 
congregations,  sabbath-breaking,  intemperance  and  profanity  are  prevailing 
vices — the  synod  desire  greatly  to  rejoice,  before  God,  on  account  of  his  un¬ 
merited  goodness  to  several  congregations.  With  them  the  past  year  has,  in¬ 
deed,  been  a  year  of  the  right  hand  of  the  Most  High.  In  Goshen,  where  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  has  been  poured  out  for  two  years  past,  it  has  for  the  last 
two  months,  descended,  like  showers  that  water  the  earth.  Praying  societies 
are  crowded,  and  the  solemn  silence  that  reigns  through  a  numerous  audi¬ 
ence,  is  interrupted  by  the  sigh  of  anguish,  which  bursts  from  the  soul 
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pierced  by  the  arrows  of  the  Almighty.  From  eighty  to  ninety  persons 
have  been  hopefully  converted,  during  the  last  year;  and  it  is  believed,  that 
a  hundred  more  are  awakened  to  a  serious  concern  for  their  future  welfare. 

In  Scotchtown,  the  work  is  no  less  wonderful.  It  began  here  sometime  in 
July  and  spread  with  great  rapidity.  The  largest  private  houses  were  soon 
unable  to  accommodate  the  praying  societies.  Fifty  six,  in  this  congregation, 
have  already  been  added  to  the  church,  as  the  first  fruits  of  this  precious  re¬ 
vival,  and  many  more  are  rejoicing  in  hope.— This  revival  has  been  equally, 
if  not  more  extensive  in  some  neighbouring  congregations,  not  under  the 
care  of  the  synod.  The  aspect  of  several  other  congregations  is,  at  present, 
very  encouraging  to  the  friends  of  Zion.  Prayer  meetings  are  more  numer¬ 
ously  attended — the  house  of  God  is  more  crowded  on  the  Sabbath— and  the 
anxious  enquiry  is  frequently  heard,  nvhat  shall  Ido  to  br  saved?  West- 
town  within  six  weeks  past,  fifty  or  more  are  awakened  to  serious  inquiry; 
and  nineteen  hopefully  converted. — Thus  our  blessed  Immanuel  rideth  forth 
gloriously  conquering  and  to  conquer*  What  the  Lord  has  done,  and  is  still 
doing,  in  this  region  of  country  is  certainly  calculated  greatly  to  animate  the 
heart  of  every  true  disciple  of  Jesus.  The  synod  rejoice  that  He,  who  holds 
all  hearts  in  his  hands,  is  disposing  so  many  persons,  of  both  sexes,  to  unite 
together  in  those  various  associations  calculated  to  ameliorate  the  condition 
of  man,  and  to  promote  the  cause  of  true  religion. 

.  Within  the  bounds  of  the  presbytery  of  New  York  no  special  revival  of  re¬ 
ligion  has  taken  place,  during  the  last  year.  The  synod  are,  however,  happy 
to  learn,  that  in  most  of  the  congregations  in  the  presbytery,  good  attention 
has  been  paid  to  publick  worship,  and  to  praying  societies.  In  several  congre¬ 
gations,  a  considerable  number  has  been  added  to  the  church.  A  laudable  at¬ 
tention  is  paid  to  the  instruction  of  children  and  youth,  and  likewise  to  the 
improvement  of  publick  morals.  But  it  is  with  pain  the  synod  learn  that,  in 
some  congregations,  a  spirit  of  lukewarmness  and  indifference  very  generally 
prevails. 

The  synod  would  next  advert  to  the  information  received  from  the  presby¬ 
tery  of  Jersey  In  several  congregations  in  this  presbytery,  the  synod  are 
sorry  to  hear  that  a  spirit  of  languor  too  generally  prevails;  yet  it  is  pleasing 
to  learn,  that  the  fruit  of  former  revivals  is  manifested  in  an  increased  atten¬ 
tion,  in  some  congregations,  to  the  improvement  of  public  morals,  and  to 
the  religious  instruction  of  the  rising  generation.  Though  the  extensive  re¬ 
vivals,  in  several  congregations,  which  were  reported  to  the  synod  at  their 
last  stated  meeting,  have  now  subsided;  yet  it  is  gratifying  to  hear,  that  their 
fruits  still  remain*  and  afford  solid  proof  that  the  work  was  the  Lord’s.  Few  in¬ 
stances  of  apostacy  are  known  to  have  taken  place.  The  Lord  is  still  at  work 
in  this  favoured  portion  of  his  vineyard.  In  Rahway  and  in  Woodbridge,  where 
a  sleep  almost  resembling  that  of  the  grave  had  for  a  long  time  prevailed, 
the  Lord  has  poured  out  his  Spirit,  during  the  past  year,  in  a  copious  shower. 
In  tlie  former  place  about  seventy,  and,  in  the  latter  about  eighty  have  been 
added  to  the  church.— I  hough  the  work  in  both  places  has  now  in  a  mea¬ 
sure  subsided,  yet  its  blessed  influence  still  remains,  and  is  sensibly  felt.  In 
Morristown  the  prospect  is  very  flattering.  A  considerable  number,  most  of 
them  of  the  youth,  are  now  anxiously  enquiring  what  they  shall  do  to  be  saved. 
Several  already  entertain  a  trembling  hope  that  Jesus  has  spoken  peace  to 
their  souls.  In  the  congregation  of  Orange,  a  number  during  the  past  year, 
have  been  hopefully  convened  On  the  whole,  the  information  from  this  pres¬ 
bytery  is  cheering  to  our  hearts;  and  affords  convincing  evidence,  that  the  vi¬ 
sitations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  will  continue  to  increase,  with  the  increasing 
number  of  praying  people.  ' 

from  the  presbytery  of  New  Brunswick,  the  information  which  the  synod 
ha\c  received,  is,  on  the  whole,  of  an  exhilarating  nature,  and  some  parts  of 
It  peculiarly  interesting.  In  the  month  of  June,  a  revival  commenced  in  Bas- 
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kingridge.  At  first,  it  was  almost  wholly  confined  to  the  students  in  the  aca* 
demy,  most  of  whom  were  awakened. to  anxious  enquiry.  At  length  the  work 
began  to  be  diffused  abroad  and  the  divine  influence  descended  upon  many 
with  a  delightful  power.  The  work  is  still  progressing.  Forty  eight  have  been 
added  to  the  church,  amongst  whom  are  included  ten  students  in  the  aca^ 
demy.  The  synod  were  gratified  to  learn  that  the  instrument  which  appears 
to  be  more*  particularly  blessed  in  awakening  the  young,  is  a  very  laudable 
attention  to  their  instruction  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  In  the  language  of  their 
pastor,  the  word  of  the  Lord  has  been  the  sword  of  the  Spirit.” 

In  the  congregation  of  Boundbrook,  the  Lord  has  again  appeared,  clothed 
with  power,  and  swaying  the  sceptre  of  his  grace.  ^Mihin  the  last  tvyo 
months,  the  Spirit  has  been  remarkably  poured  out  It  is  thought  that  seven¬ 
ty  or  more  are  now  under  serious  impressions,  and  twenty  hopefully  convert¬ 
ed.  The  work  progresses. 

In  Lamington,  within  five  weeks  pasU  the  Lord  has  been  pleased  to  remem¬ 
ber  his  church,  in  its  low  estate,  and  has  come  for  the  deliverance  and  salva¬ 
tion  of  his  people.  In  the  congregation  ot  Allentown  and  Nottingham,  a  num¬ 
ber,  at  present,  are  under  deep  and  solemn  impressions,  and  the  prospect  is 
encouraging. 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  synod,  a  remarkable  and  interesting  revival 
of  religion  has  taken  place  in  the  college  at  Princeton,  infoimation  of  which 
is  already  before  the  public.  1  he  Theological  Seminary  is  in  a  flourishing 
state,  and  is  thought- to  have  a  happy  influence  upon  the  surrounding  country. 
The  number  of  its  students,  at  the  close  of  its  last  session,  was  thirty-two. 
Though  in  several  parts  of  this  presbytery  a  considerable  degree  of  spiritual 
languor  prevails,  and,  in  some,  gross  immorality  abounds;  yet  the  cause  of 
sound  morality  and  vital  piety  is  evidently  advancing.  On  the  whole,  its  reli¬ 
gious  aspect  is  uncommonly  encouraging.  The  synod  are  gratified  to  learn 
that  in  some  of  the  congregations  of  this  presbytery,  the  youth  are  collected 
into  classes,  for  instruction  in  the  Scriptures. 

Upon  a  review  of  the  whole  of  the  information  on  the  state  of  religion, 
throughout  our  bounds,  while  the  synod  see  much,  which  ought  deeply  to 
humble  them,  they  have  more  than  usual  cause  for  gratitude  and  praise. 

The  increasing  number  of  moral,  charitable,  Bible  and  praying  societies,  is 
by  no  means  among  the  least  important  signs  of  the  present  times.  It  is  pe¬ 
culiarly  gratifying  to  find  the  hands  of  so  many  pastors  upheld  by  the  united 
prayers  of  so  large  a  number  of  praying  females  in  their  different  asseciations. 
Ye  mothers  and  daughters  in  Israel!  persevere  in  the  blessed  work.  So  doing, 
you  will  greatly  enrich  your  own  souls — you  will  be  instrumental  in  the  con-^ 
version  of  many  sinners,  and  thus  you  will  increase  the  joy  of  heaven. 

Already  is  the  night  far  spent— the  morning  dawns.  Already  are  there 
many  signs,  indicative  of  the  approach  of  better  days.  Surely  I  come  quick- 
ly,”  said  the  blessed  Saviour,  and  may  every  heart  be  prepared  to  respond. 
Amen.  Even  so,  come  Lord  Jesus.” 


Progress  of  the  Bible. 

With  very  great  pleasure  the  editor  of  the  Evangelical  Repository, 
acknowledges  his  obligations  to  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  for  the  following 
documents.  It  will  be  seen  that  they  are  of  the  latest  dates.  From  the  same 
quarter  the  editor  is  assured  of  a  continued  supply  of  the  most  recent  and  au 
thentic  intelligence,  relating  to  the  progress  and  operations  of  Bible  Societies 

To  - - of  Philadeljiliia^ 

My  dear  Sir,  Orleans^  January  19,  1816. 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  I  have  received  the  valua 
ble  donation  from  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society,  of  one  thousand 
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Spanish  New  Testaments,  elegantly  printed  and  neatly  bound;  three  hundred 
French  New  Testaments;  and  one  hundred  French  BibJes  of  handsome  edi¬ 
tions,  Nothing  could  be  more  acceptable  than  this  truly  noble  present.  I 
have  already  begun  to  distribute  the  Spanish  Testaments.  The  applications 
from  the  Spaniards  are  very  numerous.  I  called  this  morning  on  the  Parish 
Curate,  a  Spaniard  by  birth,  and  presented  him  with  six  copies  of  tht  New 
Testament.  He  gave  me  many  thanks  in  return,  approved  of  the  distribution 
of  the  French  Testaments  and  Bibles,  and  appeared  pleased  with  the  success 
of  the  Bible  Society.  As  1  was  departing  from  liis  lior.s**:,  he  seized  my  hand 
and  pressed  it  to  his  breast,  wishing  that  every  blessing  of  God  might  attend 
me  for  my  attention.  I  have  made  minute  enquiries  respecting  the  sentiments 
of  the  curate;  and  from  various  sources  of  information,  I  am  confirmed  in  the 
opinion  of  the  sincerity  of  his  professions  of  pleasure  at  our  success  in  the 
circulation  of  the  Bible.  He  is  a  man  of  uncommon  liberality  for  a  Spanish 
Catholic  Priest. 

Some  trifling  objections  have  been  offered  on  a  few  passages  of  the  French 
translation;  but  the  curate  told  nie,  that  he  considered  them  unimportant. 
An  instructor  who  has  made  muen  use  of  the  new  testament  in  his  school, 
has  promised  me  to  give  in  writing  an  account  of  his  objections,  or  rather 
sentiments,  respecting  some  passages  in  the  translation.  The  same  person 
was  much  staggered  by  the  translation  of  the  25th  verse  of  the  1st  chapter 
of  Matthew,  as  it  is  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  Catholic  doctrine,  of  the 
perpetual  virginity  of  th«  Virgin  Mary.  The  French  translation  is  in  strict 
conformity  with  the  English  version.  I  assured  him  it  was  also  in  conformity  to 
the  Greek  and  Latin  Vulgate,  and  also  to  one  French  version,  sanctioned 
by  the  doctors  of  the  Sorbone.  He  would  not  be  satisfied  that  the  Catholic 
doctrine  was  not  inconsistent  with  this  version,  as  I  intimated  some  of  our 
best  Protestant  commentators  had  allowed.  He  concluded,  however,  that  at 
all  events,  we  must  obey  God  rather  than  man;  that  our  doctrines  must  be 
taken  from  the  inspired  writings,  even  if  we  must  therefore  reject  those  of 
man. 

1  was  informed  by  him  to  day,  that  he  had  communicated  his  ideas  to  the 
curate,  and  that  the  curate  had  informed  him,  that  our  version  conformed  to 
the  Vulgate.  This,  Sir,  you  may  consider  as  no  unfavourable  specimen  of  what 
the  Bible  is  effecting  in  this  benighted  land. 

I  take  much  pains  to  learn  the  sentiments  of  those  who  apply  for  the 
scriptures:  all  express  approbation;  many  receive  them  with  the  greatest  joy. 
There  are  many  protestants  among  the  French  here,  who  have  made  applica¬ 
tion.  In  short,  the  Bible  Society  promises  to  be  of  the  greatest  utility.  The 
scriptures  have  been  much  circulated  not  only  in  the  city  but  in  various  parts 
of  the  country.  We  have  a  hope  too,  that  our  friends  will  be  soon  greatly  in¬ 
creased,  so  that  we  may  no  longer  be  a  charge  to  our  sister  societies.  After 

a  sermon,  preached  by  the  Reverend  Mr,  H - before  the  society  at  our 

annual  meeting,  a  collection  was  made,  which  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 

thirty -one  dollars. 

• 

The  prospect  of  circulating  the  scriptures  successfully  among  the  Span¬ 
iards  is  certainly  most  cheering.  I  have  many  opportunities  of  sending  them 
to  the  Spaniards  throughout  the  state.  Many  of  the  Spanish  New  Testaments 
in  a  short  time^  will  reach  the  Spanish  colonies  in  our  neighbourhood. 
Among  the  applicants  of  this  day  for  Spanish  Testaments,  was  the  priest  of 
the  Spanish  embassador  from  the  provinces,  now  in  this  city.  Ho  also  took  a 

French  Bible.  In  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  I  will  advise  you  of  our  further 
progress. 

With  great  respect^  I  am  your  friend. 


SAsctllaneout  and  Religioua  Intelligence, 


Calcutta^  Sefitember  16,  1815, 

My  dear  Sir, 

Yours,  by  the  favour  of  Mr.  B - I  received  safely,  inclosing  an  order  on 

the  House  of  P - and  Co.,  lor  four  thousand  S.  Rupees,  a  legacy  left  by 

Mrs.  R - K - ■,  to  assist  in  the  translations  of  the  Word  of  (iod,  into  the 

languages  of  tlie  East.  This  bill  is  accepted  and  will  be  paid  when  due*  1  cn* 
close  a  receipt  for  it. 

1  this  day  heard  that  a  ship  was  going  hence  to  America,  in  two  days 
more;  this  being  a  month  earlier  than  I  expected,  I  was  not  prepared  with 
my  letters,  but  consider  it  an  indispensiibie  duty  to  inform  you  of  the  reciept 
of  the  bill  and  its  acceptance.  Greutly  are  v  e  encouraged  by  the  repeated 
proofs  we  have  that  God  watches  o>cr  and  fa\ours  this  work:  and  that  he  has 
hitherto  given  strength,  and  a  disposition  to  persevere  in  it.  1  trust  he  has 
now  sent  us  a  brother, — Yates,  just  arrived  from  England,  who  will  unite 
with  me  therein,  and  be  so  initiated  into  it  as  to  supply  my  place,  when  1  am 
removed  by  death. 

1  trust  the  cause  of  our  Redeemer  is  gradually  prevailing  in  India,  though 
we  have  to  mourn  the  defection  of  some,  want  of  zeal  and  spirituality  in 
others,  and  various  reverses  of  other  kinds.  The  Gospel  has,  1  trust,  taken 
ix>ot  in  Bengal,  and  in  some  other  parrs  of  Hindostan.  It  is  introduced  into 
the  Burman  dominions,  Ceylon,  Java,  and  Ambayna,  and  may  be  still  further 
t  extended,  if  means  and  instruments  can  be  found. 

i  The  word  of  God  has  long  been  printed  in  Bengallee,  and  last  year  the 
j  printing  of  it  in  Oorissa  was  completed.  The  new  testament,  pentateuch, 
■j  and  historical  books  are  printed  in  Sangskrit,  Hindoosthannee,  and  nearly  so 
'I  in  Mahratta.  The  new  testament  and  about  half  of  Exodus  in  the  Punjabee  or 
•  i  Shikh  languages.  The  new  testament  is  in  the  press  in  Pushto,  Biliochee, 
Kimkuma,  Kashmeerian,  Nepalese,  Moolianee,  Sindhee,  Bikaneer,  Marawar, 

P  Ooduypooree,  Maghudee,  Bruj,  Assanimee,  Khassee,  Burman,  Telinga,  and 
Kurnata;  Genesis  is  nearly  printed  in  Chinese;  in  a  week  or  two  more  1  ex¬ 
pect  to  see  a  commencement  of  the  printing  in  the  language  of  North  Koos- 
hala,  Southern  Sindhec,  and  Dookura. — The  Goojerattte,  Maldivian,  and 
Siamese,  are  only  delayed  till  we  are  able  to  pay  a  little  more  aiicmion  to 
them.  The  translations  are  going  forward,  or  are  already  in  a  slate  of  loi  ward- 
^  ness.  Thus  it  will  appear  that  we  are  actually  engaged  in  translating  the  word 
of  God  into  thirty  languages;  of  which  two  are  completed,  twenty-two  now  in 
the  press;  tliree  more  will  probably  be  in  the  press  within  another  Ibrtnight, 
and  the  remainder  as  soon  as  we  can  with  propriety  begin  them. 

To  these  I  might  add  the  Malay  and  the  Javanese;  the  old  translations  into 
the  Malay  langusge  was  made,  1  believe,  in  the  dialect  of  Ambayna,  and  is 
not  well  understood  at  Java.  The  Literary  Society  at  Batavia  has  therefore 
engaged  brother  Robinson  to  make  a  new  translation  into  the  common  dialect 
of  that  place,  about  which  he  is  now  engaged.  No  attempt  has  been  made  to 
translate  the  Bible  into  the  Javanese  language,  but  1  iiope  brother  Trant  who 
is  now  settled  at  Samarang,  will,  as  soon  as  he  is  able,  make  a  beginning 
of  that. 

I  am  far  from  thinking  our  translations  perfect;  they  are  as  perfect  as  our 
present  knowledge  of  these  languages  will  enable  us  to  make  them;  but  many 
alterations  will  undoubtedly  be  made  in  subsequent  editions;  this  has  already 
been  the  case  with  those  that  have  been  reprinted;  and  will,  perhaps,  be  so 
for  some  editions  yet;  as  easier  modes  of  conveying  the  sentiment,  and  such 
words  as  are  more  familiar,  occur  to  us.  I  think  our  translations,  with  all 
their  necessary  imperfections  are,  however,  faithful,  and  will  be  read  with 
profit  by  all  who  read  them  for  that  purpose.— -I  will,  if  1  can,  write  to  all  my 
Mends  in  Philadelphia  by  some  of  the  ships  now  here. 

Very  alfectionatcly  Yours, 

W.  CAREY. 
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In  Memory  of  Mr,  James  Darrach. 

Then  let  me  mo«int  and  soar  away  And  sin^  with  rapture  and  surprlsCf 

To  the  bright  realms  of  endless  day,  Christ’s  loving  kindness  in  the  skies. 

Fell  asleep  in  Jesus  on  the  18th  instant^  Mr.  James  Darrach^  an  inha¬ 
bitant  of  this  city;  in  the  forty -ninth  year  of  his  age.  He  had  lived  and  he  died 
in  the  faith  and  consolations  of  that  gospel,  without  which,  though  generally 
.disbelieved  and  rejected,  the  wretched  race  of  men  would  be  universally  ex¬ 
cluded  from  comfort,  hope,  and  heaven.  The  manner  of  his  departure  was  as 
peaceful  and  triumphant  as  the  time  of  it  was  unexpected.  It  was  not  appoint¬ 
ed  to  him  to  mark  the  gradual  and  tardy  approach  of  death,  as  he  wasted  away 
on  a  bed  of  languishing  and  disease;  but,  in  the  midst  of  health,  usefulness, 
and  prosperity,  and  while  cheered  by  the  brightest  prospects,  he  was  suddenly 
and  violently  attacked  and  prostrated,  and  only  a  few  days  elapsed  ere 
his  spirit  was  removed  to  the  God  who  gave  it.  Yet  no/one  heard  him  say, 
‘‘  O  spare  me  till  1  recover  strength  before  I  go  hence  and  be  no  morel”  The 
tender  ties  which  bound  him  to  the  earth,  and  perhaps  none  were  ever  more 
strong  and  endearing,  could  not  be  dissolved  without  causing  him  to  feel 
many  exquisite  pangs;  but  he  had  learned  to  bend  his  will  and  subordinate  his 
private  wishes  to  the  wise  and  holy  sovereignty  of  the  uncontrollable  dis¬ 
poser  of  all  events.  The  doctrine  of  submission  he  had  professed  to  believe, 
and  the  issue  of  a  trial,  than  which  a  severer  could  not  have  been  appointed  to 
prove  him,  demonstrateil  the  truth  and  sincerity  of  his  heart.  To  disobey  a 
command  from  heaven,  ‘Ho  die,”  would  be  an  act  of  transgression,  which  man 
has  no  natural  ability  to  perform;  but  a  variety  of  refractory  temper  and  feeling 
has  been  evinced  in  many  cases  wdicn  God  has  issued  the  dreadful  mandate. 
Mr.  Darrach  was  composed,  serene,  intelligent,  happy,  while  the  king  of  ter¬ 
rors  stood  in  his  presence  and  announced  the  pleasure  of  the  great  Supreme. 
“  Here  1  am,  let  him  do  lo  me  as  seemeth  good  in  his  sight;”  was  the  inva¬ 
riable  language  and  import  of  ail  his  dying  deportment.  Nay,  these  very 
words  were  pronounced  by  his  own  lips  to  a  friend  whom  they  filled  with  a 
transport  of  sacred  pleasure.  “  1  am  in  the  hands  of  a  holy  and  sovereign 
God.”  “  Had  1  a  thousand  souls  I  could  commit  them  all  to  Christ.”  Genuine 
submission  necessarily  supposes  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and 
implicit  and  unbounded  confidence  in  his  character;  and  is  the  entire  surren¬ 
der  of  the  soul  and  all  things  to  his  sovereign  disposal.  Such  was  the  nature  of 
that  submission  at  this  awful  crisis,  which  was  exercised  by  this  devoted  fol¬ 
lower  of  Christ.  The  writer  of  this  sketch  had  the  happiness  of  knowing 
him,  and  feels  himself  warranted  to  assert  that  a  prominent  feature  of  his 
piety  was  intelligence,  the  result  of  as  n^uch  subjection  of  mind  to  the  in¬ 
structions  of  Christ  as  he  has  ever  remarked  in  any  individual.  The  belief  of 
the  truth  was  not  in  his  estimation  a  non-csseniial  to  salvation,  but  with  an 
apostle  of  Christ  he  fell  an  obligation  to  contend  earnestly  for  the  faith  which 
was  once  delivered  to  the  saints.  , 

But  the  exercise  of  his  mind  in  view  of  death  and  its  tremendous  conse¬ 
quences,  was  even  more  sublime  and  rapturous  than  we  have  yet  represented. 
The  sweet  and  iiieftable  pleasure  which  arises  from  an  intelligent  and  cordial 
resignation  ot  sell  and  all  things  to  God,  can  be  understood  only  by  him  who 
has  experienced  it.  Of  this  the  invariable  consequence  is  the  hope  of  eternal 
life,  which  because  founded  on  the  promise  and  oath  of  the  unchangeable  God, 

maketh  not  ashamed.”  This  hope  in  Mr.  Darrach  amounted  at  death  to  the 
fullest  assurance.  He  knew  that  he  had  committed  himself  a  sinner  conscious 
of  infinite  personal  ill-desert,  into  the  hands  of  Jesus  Christ,  upon  whom  he 
relied  for  wisdom,  righteousness,  sanctification,  and  redemption;  indulging 
no  hope  of  salvation  but  from  the  unsearchable  riches  of  the  grace  of  God  in 
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Christ,  His  soul  abhorred  the  thought  of  being 'saved  in  any  other  way  than 
that  which  God  hr,s  appointed.  He  knew  that  all  he  had  done  and  all  he  could 
do  fell  infinitely  short  of  his  duty— that  he  was  a  most  unprofitable  servant— 
that  his  very  best  performances  needed  to  be  pardoned — ^and  that  he  was  con¬ 
stantly  a  mere  pensioner  on  sovereign  mercy.  What  had  been  gain  to  him  in 
a  state  of  unregeneracy  and  wrath,  he  counted  but  loss  for  Christ— yea 
doubtless  and  he  counted  aJl  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Christ  Jesus  his  Lord;  in  whom  alone  he  desired  to  be  found,  not 
having  his  own  righteousness  which  was  of  the  law,  hut  that  which  was 
through  faith  in  Christ— the  righteousness  which  is  of  God  by  faith.  Knowing 
therefore  whom  he  had  believed,  he  rejoiced  in  hope  of  the  glory  of  God, 
and  longed  to  depart  and  be  with  Christ,  in  whose  presence  he  doubtless 
now  exults  the  spirit  of  a  just  man  made  perfect. 

Bathing  forever  in  the  font  of  bliss 

Forever  basking  in  the  Deity.** 

The  death-bed  of  Mr.  Darrach,  was  surrounded  by  a  family  to  whom  he  fre¬ 
quently  spoke  of  eternal  things  with  all  that  emphasis  which  the  solemnity  of 
such  a  scene,  and  the  tender  and  powerful  affection  by  which  they  had  been 
mutually  attached,  and  which  was  now  no  longer  to  be  reciprocated,  could  give 
to  language;  and  it  were  to  be  desired  that  the  thoughtless  world  could  have 
heard  him.  They  would  have  been  admonished  of  that  folly  and  madness 
which  predominates  in  their  hearts,  while  they  devote  their  breath  and 
strength  to  vanity  and  vice,  expel  from  their  minds  all  thoughts  of  the  future 
and  eternal  stage  of  being,  and  so  rush  furiously  onward  and  downward  to  the 
abodes  of  the  damned!  They  would  have  been  impressively  warned  to  pre¬ 
pare  immediately  for  an  encounter  with  the  universal  foe  of  man,  beneath 
whose  relentless  and  resistless  arm  they  must  certainly,  and  may  suddenly 
and  unexpectedly  fall.  They  would  have  been  exhorted,  with  all  the  sincerity 
and  earnestness  which  a  man  on  the  threshold  of  eternity  and  never  to  con¬ 
verse  with  mortals  more  could  exercise,  while  they  enjoy  opportunity  and 
health,  the  means  of  grace  and  the  offer  of  salvation,  to  give  diligence  to  make 
their  calling  and  election  sure. 

His  remains  were  accompanied  to  the  grave  by  a  long  procession.  The 
obsequies  were  honourable  to  his  memory,  and  testified  that  he  had  support¬ 
ed  the  character  of  a  good  citizen  and  an  exemplary  Christian.  No  artifice 
was  necessary  to  croud  the  convoy  of  his  body  to  the  cemetry,  where  it  will 
rest  until  the  day  of  days;  on  the  contrary,  his  hearse  was  followed  by  hun¬ 
dreds,  who  voluntarily  joined  the  mourning  train.  All  were  mourners.  The 
emblems  of  grief  were  not  absent,  but  grief  itself  was  present,  to  exercise 
dominion  over  the  hearts  of  weeping  relatives  and  friends. 


Religious  Revivals. 

Very  late  and  very  interesting  intelligence  relative  to  the  religious  revival 
that  has  existed  for  some  time  in  Orange  County,  New  York,  has  been  re¬ 
ceived.  As  will  probably  be  remembered  by  most  of  our  readers,  this  revival 
began  about  a  year  since,  in  the  congregation  at  Goshen,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  the  Reverend  Ezra  Fisk.  In  the  year  1815  one  hundred  and  thirty 
communicants  were  added  to  this  congregation.  Although  there  is  no  abate¬ 
ment  of  the  zeal  and  spirit  of  those  who  have  professed  to  be  converted  to  the 
faith  of  tlie  Christian  religion  and  become  members  of  the  church,  there  have 
not  been  many  new  cases  of  conviction  lately.  Here  the  glorious  work  ap¬ 
pears  for  the  present  to  have  reached  as  many  as  it  seemed  agreeable  to  the 
will  ©f  God  should  be  brought  in.  It  has  been  successively  transferred  to  the 
neighbouring  societies,  where  it  has  been  exceedingly  powerful  and  general. 


jrg  Miacellaneoua  and  Religioua  Intelligence* 

It  now  rages,  if  the  expression  be  admissible  on  so  solemn  a  subject,  in  the 
congregations  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Grier  and  the  Reverend  Mr.  Cummins, 
both  very  near  to  Goshen.  In  the  one  as  many  as  three  hundred  cases  of  deep 
conviction  are  known  to  have  existed,  in  the  other  not  less  than  one  hundred 

and  ninety.  ^  ^  .  M 

These  cases  are  almost  universally  characterised  by  the  most  indisputable  1 1 
evidences  of  anguish  and  frightful  alarm  in  the  subjects  of  conviction,  lest  i 
they  should  be  lost  forever  on  account  of  their  sins.  Their  earnest  solicitude  I 

and  frequent  exclamatory  inquiries  about  the  way  of  salvation  have  rarely 
issued  in  unconcern  or  indiflFerence,  but  have  generally  continued  without  j 
abatement  until  they  have  resulted  in  triumphant  hope  and  a  public  profes-  j 
sion  of  dependence  on  the  atonement  of  their  Redeemer.  j 

A  letter  just  received  from  the  city  of  New-York,  gives  the  pleasing  in¬ 
telligence  of  a  revival  in  the  congregation  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Spring. 

The  revival  in  the  presbyterian  church  of  the  Northern  Liberties  of  this 
city,  under  the  pastoral  care  of  the  Reverend  James  Patterson,  which  was 
mentioned  in  the  last  Repository  still  continues  witlmut  any  abatement  in  the 
interest  it  exhibited  at  the  outset.  The  communion  will  be  administered  in 
that  church  on  the  second  sabbath  of  this  month.  It  will  no  doubt  be  a  season 
of  much  interest  and  curiosity,  and  will  most  probably  be  followed  by  some 
memorable  result. 

Present  appearances  indicate  an  approaching  revival  in  the  churches  of 
this  city.  Its  twilight  is  already  visible,  and  such  is  our  faith  and  hope,  from 
what  we  have  ourselves  witnessed,  that  we  believe  the  glorious  day  will  shortly 
shine  out  in  full  lustre. 


FOE  THE  KVANGtLICAI.  REPOSJTORT.  ^ 

Se^'  Examination, 

Why  do  I  think  myself  a  Christian? 

Was  I  ever  convinced  of  sin  and  especially  of  unbelief? 

What  were  the  exercises  of  my  mind  under  my  convictions? 

Were  they  alarming  in  their  nature?  ^ 

Were  they  humbling  in  their  tendency?  * 

How  did  1  get  rid  of  these  painful  exercises? 

Was  it  by  receiving  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ? 

And  was  the  effect  joy  and  peace  in  believing?  ^ 

Were  these  things  matters  of  experience? 

Are  they  as  easily  recollected  as  the  most  important  and  interesting  events 
of  my  life? 

What  effects  have  they  produced  on  my  subsequent  conduct? 

Has  my  purpose  to  be  for  God  been  fixed? 

Have  my  desires  after  holiness  been  sincere? 

Has  sin  been  my  grief  and  burthen? 

Do  I  hate  sin  and  loathe  myself  on  account  of  it? 

Do  I  long  for  conformity  to  God  and  the  enjoyment  of  his  gracious  pre¬ 
sence  more  than  for  all  other  enjoyments? 

Is  the  rest  which  remaineth  for  the  people  of  God  chiefly  desirable  as  a  rest 
from  sin? 

Which  do  I  most  dread  sin  or  hell? 

Which  do  I  most  desire  Heaven  or  Holiness? 

Can  I  rejmee  at  seeing  others  go  before  me  in  zeal,  usefulness  and  honour, 
and  glorify  God  in  them? 
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